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Dr. Sidney Cohen , one-time LSD enthusiast turned skeptic, once said to 
Tim Leary in a debate: 11 1 1 11 give you my brain when I die, if you'll leave 
yours to an institute of my designation~ It is not known what Sid thought 
Tim might want with Sid's brain, but what he wanted to do with Ti m's was to 
have it examined for possible organic damage , The idea that repeated LSD use 
might harm the brain is one than anti-psychedelic spokesmen and journalists 
have often propagated and many users have worried about it , 

It wa~ Dr, Cohen who, despite the temporary inaccess i bility of Timothy 
Learyts head, eventually did the first systematic study testing for organic 
brain damage in LSD users . The report of this study by Sidney Cohen and 
Allen Edwards was read before the American Medical Association in June 1968. 

Cohen selected thirty subjects who had each taken LSD 50 or more times . 
Most had used a variety of other drugs as well . They were given a series of 
tests called the 11 Halstead-Reitan neuropsychological test battery" which, 
according to the authors of this study, "is probably the best vali dated be­
havioral test for detecting and localizing brain damage . " It is composed of 
sub-tests of concept formation, tactual performance, speech perception, 
rhythm perception, finger tapping and trail making , Cohen also gave a non­
verbal intelligence test . 'A contro·l grou]l:><, :·mat<i:hed l wi th l t he1 LBD J.gpoup , for 
race, age, sex , years of education and socio-economic background, was given 
the same tests , 

The two groups did not differ significantly on most tests; however the 
LSD group scored significantly lower than the controls on a visual spatial 
orientation test and on one that involved following a map . Both were re­
lated to visual orientation . Cohen adds that the s cores on the i ntelligence 
test were inversely related to the number of LSD ~ingest i ons, although the 
average intelligence of the group as a whole was h ig h , and did not differ 
from the average intelligence of the control group . Cohen concludes, "There 
is no evidence of a generalized psychoneurological dysfunction attributable 
to taking LSD at least 50 times. Still, evidence exists t hat visual spatial 
orientation is impaired . " 

In 1969 (Archives of Gen . Psychiatry, voi 21 ) William McGlothlin per­
formed a similar study, the purpose of which was, in part, to see whether 
Cohen's findings would be replicated. He took sixteen subjects who had 
taken LSD 20 or more times, and a control group matched for sex and the 
means of age and education and gave them several of the same tests Cohen 
used, including the two on which Cohen's subjects showed a difference be ­
tween users and non-users, plus several new tests also designed to see 
whether subjects had a deficit in the area of visual spatial orientation, 
and an intelligence test. 

The LSD users did significantly worse than the controls on only one of 
these tests - a test of ability to discern abstract principles. This test 
was also part of Cohen's study, but in that study there was no difference 
between the two groups . McGlothlin's LSD subject s did not do signficantly 
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worse than his controls on the spatial orientation and visual tests. Like 
Cohen , McGlothlin found no difference in intelligence between LSD users and 
controls; unlike Cohen, McGlothlin found no particular relationship between 
intelligence test scores and number of LSD ingestions , 

In other words, the impairment suggested by the Cohen study was not 
replicated by the McGlothlin study and the impairment suggested by the 
McGlothlin study is not confirmed by the Cohen study, which makes it seem 
likely that in both cases the findings were due to chance, Th is is not too 
surprising, because when you give a large number of tests, the probability 
of getting a statistically significant result on one of them by accident is 
greatly increased. 

Thus there is no evidence to date connecting LSD use with genera lized 
brain damage or impairment comparable to that found i n persons with proven 
brain lesions. Evidence for a lesser degree of impairment is inconsistent, 
These tests were done on heavy users, most of whom had taken much more LSD 
than I or other psychedelic researchers would advise. So that seems to be 
the state of the question, and i f more evidence arises, I'll repor t on it . 

Ve.a/(. LLoa., 

I have /(.ec.en:tly /(.ec.e-lved you./(. bookle:t.o, "Se.o.o-lon Ga.mu Pe.op.le. Pla. tJ" 
and " Pha.ne.lLo.:thyme. ," a.o we.ll a.o you./(. a./(..:t-lc.le. "What God I.o Vo-lng W-l:th Vttu.g.o . " 
•• • and 6-lnd .oo mu.c.h -ln :them .:tha.:t c.on0-l/(.m.o my own 6ell-lngo and e.xpe/(.,le.nc.e, 
:that I wan:te.d :to W/(_-lte. :to you.. 

A.o a. c.l-ln-lc.a.l -ln.o:tll.u.c.:to4 -ln a Sc.hool 06 Soc.-la.l Wo/(_k wonk-lng w-l:th .o:tu.d­
en:t.o and :Ce.en-age. c.l-len:to -ln :the dnu.g de.pe.ndenc.lJ 6-leld, I :took LSV a ye.a.IL 
a.go :to .oee what k-ld.o welLe. e.xpen-le.nc.-lng and :to gain .oome. add-l:tional u.nde./t­
.o:ta.nding 06 :the. pnoble.m 06 a.bu.oe. 06 "ac.-ld." 

I had done a. good de.al o0 ne.a.d-lng ... , had :talked w-l:th many k-ld.o abou.:t 
:the.in e.xpen-le.nc.e.o, a.nd, -ln wonk-lng w-l:th Penc.ou.n:te.n" g4ou.po o0 kid.o, had a 
hu.nc.h :that :the.ne e.x-lo:te.d .oome. /(.e,la.:tion.oh-lp be..:twe.e.n the. "pe.ak e.xpe.n-le.nc.e..o" 
ac.h-le.ve.d -ln :the..oe. g4ou.p.o and :the. poyc.he.de.l-lc. expe.lL-le.nc.e. . Bu.:t I had :to know 
6on my.oel6, and I de.c.ided :that :the. be.l>:t Waif wa..o :to ":tu.lLn on" -ln a.o l>im-l~ 
a way ao :the. k-ldo I wao wo4k-lng w-l:th, wh-lc.h me.ant u..o e. o 6 a "1.i:tne.e.:t" dlLug, 
bombandme.n:t w-l:th :the. .o:t-lmu.l-l o0 l-lght.o, motion and .o:Ce.4e.o mu..o-lc., etc. .... 
I now 4e.al-lze. :that :th-l.o wa.o a. ve.lLy abu.l>ive. way :to u..oe. the. dlLu.g, even though 
the. e.xpe.n-le.nc.e. wal> a "g ood" one . 

. .. That I had a phane1Lothym-lc. e.xpe.4ienc.e a:t all wa.o quite. 4e.ma4kable. 
and I c.on.o-lde.ll. my.oel6 604:tu.nate., oinc.e. :that a.l>pe.c.t 06 it wa.o oa.lL, 6all. mO /(.e 
me.a.n-lng6u.l tha.n a.ll 06 :the. o:the.4o that I have c.ome. to ne.0e.n to al> "p.oyc.ho­
log-lc.al 6ine.wo4k.o," .o-lnc.e it wa.o he.4e. that 1 ga-lne.d what I have be.e.n able. 
:to u..oe. mo.o:t in my pell..oonal l-l6e. and in mtJ 4ela:t-lon.oh-lo.o with c.l-le.nt.o and 
.otu.de.nt.o. All the. 4e.ot wa.o me.ne. e.nte.4tainme.nt. 

The ide.a.o that c.ame. to me. we.ne. ba.o-lc.ally the.oe: 

1. That I had be.e.n given an intenl>e look at mtJ.oe.l6 04om within, a.nd 
that I had nothing :to 6e.a.4 6nom within. (I a.m o6te.n a..o.oaile.d by .oe.l6-dou.b:t 
and ha.ve. 6ou.nd thi.o ne.vela.tion mo.ot c.om6okting in giving me ILene.we.d c.on6id­
enc.e -ln my own a.bilitie..o); 

2. That the.lLe. -lo a c.o.omic. u.ni.:ty - that a.ll a..ope.c.:t.o 06 :the. u.nive.k.o e 
(inc.luding mtJl>e.l6 and my 0e.llow man) in:te.lLa.c.:t in an i n:tegna.:te.d way :towa.4d.o 
u.l.:tima:te. good; 

3. That while. pe.ople :that 1 love.d and wi:th whom I WOkke.d (my Win e., my 
c.hildken, my 1.i:tude.nt-0, my 6/(_iend.o and my c.lie.n:t.o) ne.e.de.d me, I ve.4y muc.h 
ne.e.ded :them, and 1 had 0ongo:tten :Chio . 1 la.te.4 di.oc.u..o.oe.d :th-lo -ln a. ve.lLy 
c.lo.oe. enc.ou.n:te.lL with my wi6e. and ~he c.on6i4med that 1 a.ppe.ane.d to he.k .oo 
.oel6-.ou.66-lc.ie.nt that :the4e. wa..o no way in wh-lc.h 1 appe.ake.d to ne.ed he.IL . 1 
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have -0ince been tnying veny hand to devote mone 06 my-0el6 to my wi6e and 6am­
ily, whom I do love and need ve~y much, although I continue to hlip badly in 

_thi-0 negand.-
One boy who Wa¢ a client and who had taken LSV -0ome 50 on 60 time6 while 

he Wa6 ! 4 and {5 and who at that time wa-0 taking it -0ometime6 a-0 o6ten a6 3 
time-0 a week, a6 well a-0 henoin and 6peed occa6ionally, came vividly to my 
mind. I had come to cane 6on him veny much and while I Wah awane that he 
needed me, I had lo-0t -0ight 06 the awanene66 that I needed him. That both 
client and thenapi-0t have need-0 and ne-0ounce-0 that they each put into thein 
nelation-0hip i-0 o6ten lo-0t hight 06 and 4e-0ult-0 in the the4api£t thinking and 
behaving ah a -0upe4io~ being . I wa-0 able to -0hane my LSV expe4ience with 
thi-0 boy, and he began to -0ee that hi-0 continually being "6toned'' wa-0 pne­
venting him 6nom expeniencing 6ome 06 the6e exi-0tential thing-0 that he had 
been 6eanching 604 in hi-0 li0e. He ha-0 now put between 3 and 6 month-0 be­
tween hi-0 LSV tnip-0 and ha6 been 6inding mone and mone value in hi-0 li6e be­
tween. Li6e it6el6 ha-0 become impontant to him and much mane than me4ely a 
pe4iod 06 dep4e-0-0ed bonedom between tnip-0. 

4. That the4e i-0 a God, that He ih love, and that He i-0 eve4ywhe4e wa-0 
4evealed to me with nenewed 64e-0hne-0-0 and con0inmation, even though I con­
-0idened my-0el6 a Chni6tian and have -0een Chni6t ah the Model 6on my own li6e 
6on a long time. The knowledge that God i-0 within me wa6 e6pecially vivid 
and the 0act that I had an awe6ome 4e6pon6ibility to u6e my line to 6pnead 
God'h love in evenything that I did wa-0 e-0pecially clea4. I continue to 
avoid thi-0 ne6pon-0ibility all too o6ten . 

Like you, I have 6ound the-0e nevelationh 6nom my LSV expenience veny 
much 4elated to my Chni-0tian 6aith and 6e4ving to con0inm me in that 0aith 
(although I am 60 o6ten a poo4 example o0 that 6aith ! ) Like you, al-00, I 

-----..6ound a child-like -0implicity in what I lea4ned . 
My vocation i-0 that 06 6ocial wonk and my continuing goal that 06 making 

my p406e-06ion a mane humane and human~zing one, a-0 a teachin 06 -0ocial wonk 
6tudent6 and a-0 a pnactitione4 . My hpeci6ic anea 06 concenn continueh to be 
that 06 the pnoblem-0 that 4e6ult 6nom d4ug abuhe . I led a ne6eanch gnoup 06 
6tudenth in a 6tudy 06 6amily, peen, and 6chool 6acton6 motivating the abu-0e 
06 dnugh and p4e6ented a bnie6 6nom that 6tudy to oun Fede4al Commihhion 06 
Inquiny into the Non - Medical Uhe 06 Vnug-0 (Ledain Commi-0-0ion) . The Commi6-
6ion ha-0 juht publihhed it-0 intenim nepont and will gneatly in6luence the 
counhe 06 dnug legi-0lation in Canada , * 

My own expenience and you4 bookleth ... have led me to think about doing 
home ne6eanch into the-0e phanenothymic a6pect6 06 LSV and nelated dnug-0 . It 
-0eem-0 to me that i6 we could in home way contnibute to public knowledge 06 
thih hide 06 dnug u6e th4ough ne6ea4ch, thi-0 would contnibute not only to the 
eventual availability 06 phanenothyme 6on neligiou6 punpo-0e6 but al-00 6on 
thenapeutic punpo-0e-0 . .. . I plan to go on leave 6on doctonal 6tudy next Sept . 
60 I would have the oppontunity to do a majon ne6eanch pnoject . . . . 

Peace, 
Bob Chandlen 

(I question whether research in this area can go further than what Walter 
Pahnke and Walter Clark have already effectively established, showing that 

- ~(The Interim Report published last May did not go as far as many had hoped, 
in recommending liberalization of Canada's drug laws, but it did propose 
elimination prison for dnug possession, making this punishable by not more 
than a $100 fine , The Commission's study will continue during the coming 
year and there is some hope that it may advocate removal of the crime of 
possession and legalization of cannabis possession and sale . A copy of the 
report can be obtained from: Commission of Inquiry into the Non-Medical 
Use of Drugs, Berger Building, 100 Metcalfe St . , Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 
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psychedelic drugs often do give rise to religious experiences. Where phanero­
thymists differ from their opponents is over the question of the validity of 
such experiences, and this is a theological problem not ultimately answerabl-._ 
by science. Was Bob Chandler right when he saw that God is Love, or was he l 
deluded? Is it true, as phanerothyme revealed to the young man whose letter 
appears below, that killing is wrong? What kind of research will ever answer 
these questions? Many encounters have led me to believe that the antipathy 
toward drug use felt by many otherwise liberal people lies at another level 
than the rational . ) * * * 
Dear Miss Bieberman, 

OK. So I'm a Christian; I prayed as I dropped the tab, and my semi­
annual freakout became instead a very pleasurable experience ... What does it 
mean? Your Bulletins speak about acid, which I already know about: What 
About Jesus? What do all the weird things he says (usually contradicted by 
his actions) mean? When I was on phanerothyme, it seemed very clear to me 
that all men are by nature bastards, that there is a God (and what a ridicul­
ous thing it is to believe that there might not be one), that Jesus lived the 
perfect life, and that by believing in him any man might gain eternal life . 
The beauty, clarity, and simplicity of the thoughts are of course not de­
scribable. But now, my back itches, and I wonder what those thoughts have to 
do with anything. 

It seemed to me, on acid, that one simple, absolute, obvious rule of 
life was Thou Shalt Not Kill. It was only after coming down that I realized 
that that made me a PACifist! Which is certainly not anything I ever intended 

to be. W£~twa~~Htw~~et~5~ Yet killing still seems so absurd . I think a lor.-..... 
about such things. I'm eighteen come September . I'll bet, though, that 
America could devise means of waging war without killing anybody (or at least 
maintain minimum deaths). Hell, we don't even have our cops use non-lethal 
guns. 

One more thing: I keep getting uncomfortable over pain. Why is pain? 

Sincerely, 
* * * * * 

"I have heard alient after alient after alient state that he reached his 
Consaientious Objeator position as a result of psychedelia drug experiences." 

a draft-counselor friend 
* * * * * 

The 7th Annual Meeting of the Church of the Awakening will be held at 
the home of John and Maxine Brill, 10685 Esterina Way, Culver City, Calif, at 
2:30 pm, November 8, 1970. Interested persons are invited whether members or 
not. The C of A's petition to the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs 
for recognition of their legal right to the sacramental use of peyote, denied 
seven months after the July, 1969, hearing, is being appealed . The appeal 
court decision is not expected for at least six months . 

Literature available from PIC: 
SESSION GAMES PEOPLE PLAY - A Manual for the Use of LSD. $1 . 
PHANEROTHYME - ~ Western Approach to the ReligI'ousUse of Psychochemicals. ~¢. 
''What God Is Doing with Drugs" (talk given at Wilmington College , Ohio). 25 . 
TWO YEARS IN THE PSYCHEDELIC MOVEMENT - 1965-57 (Bulletins 1-12 with notes$l . SO~ 

40% off any of the above if you order 10 or more copies . 
Please -send money with order. 

Individual back issues of the Bulletin from #13 through #3~ are 10¢ each. 


